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Isaiah 6—27

Reflections on Isaiah 11












Isaiah’s Call (Isaiah 6)


Introduction

· “Chapter 6 towers like a majestic peak over the surrounding terrain and is clearly of central importance for the message of the book” (Webb, 58). 






· Chapt. 6 moves from an encounter with a holy God (vv. 1-4), to confession of sin (v. 5), to cleansing and atonement (vv. 6-7), and finally to commissioning (vv. 8-13). 












Several features of Isaiah 6

1. 6:1 Contrast between king Uzziah and King Yahweh. 







2. Isaiah sees God.
· humans cannot see God and live (Exod 32:20; cf. 20:21).
· Sometimes God makes exceptions (Gen 32:30)






3. Seraphim = “burning ones”. 







4. cleansing/atonement (vv. 6-7). 








5. Isaiah’s commission 6:9-10



· The point: 



· “Isaiah’s preaching will not make it easier for the people to believe and repent. It will make it more difficult” (Oswalt, 189).








6. Isaiah’s response (v. 11).




Isaiah 7

· Setting. 
· 734 B.C. Tiglath-pileser is on the move. He’s trying to secure his borders in the west. Damascus and Israel have made an alliance against the Assyrian threat and have tried to get Ahaz to take part, but he has resisted. They therefore have invaded Jerusalem to remove Ahaz and install a puppet king, who will team up with them (v. 6, Tabeel). 

 (
2 Kings 16:5-
9
5
 Then 
Rezin
 
king
 of Syria and 
Pekah
 the son of 
Remaliah
, king of Israel, came up to wage war on Jerusalem, and they besieged 
Ahaz
 but could not conquer him. 
6
At that time 
Rezin
 the king of Syria recovered 
Elath
 for Syria and drove the men of Judah from 
Elath
, and the 
Edomites
 came to 
Elath
, where they dwell to this day. 
7
 So 
Ahaz
 sent messengers to 
Tiglath-pileser
 king of Assyria, saying, "I am your servant and your son. Come up and rescue me from the hand of the king of Syria and from the hand of the king of Israel, who are attacking me." 
8
Ahaz also took the silver and gold that was found in the house of the LORD and in the treasures of the king’s house and sent a present to the king of Assyria. 
9
 And the king of Assyria listened to him. The king of Assyria marched up against Damascus and took it, carrying its people captive to 
Kir
, and he killed 
Rezin
.
)
















· The Virgin Birth (7:14)





· There are two problems with the prophecy: 1) the meaning of “virgin” and 2) when the prophecy will be fulfilled.


1. Meaning of “virgin”

· 3 main Hebrew words for a female:

· isshah = 

· almanah = 

· betula = 







· Two thoughts:

1) 





2) 





2. Fulfillment 

1. Fulfilled in Christ




2. Fulfilled in Ahaz’s son Hezekiah and in Jesus




3. Fulfilled in Isaiah’s son Maher-shalal-hash-baz and in Jesus (Oswalt)






4. Fulfilled not in a single child, but in the remnant of Judah and in Jesus




· Summary: “The preservation of the remnant in Isaiah’s day was part of a process which led finally to the coming of Jesus, the perfectly faithful and righteous one, in whom all of God’s promises come to fulfillment. So Matthew was right to see the ultimate fulfillment of the Immanuel saying in Jesus Christ” (Webb, 63). 









11:1-9 The King and His Kingdom

· The Messianic Kingdom











· New Creation

· “The effect of his rule will be universal peace (6-9), and ideal described here in symbolic language which recalls the paradise of Eden. It is a picture of the whole creation put back into joint” (Webb, 75). 




· Isaiah 35


· Isaiah 65:17-25


· Amos 9:13-15


· Rom 8:19-23



· Fulfillment 














Isaiah 12: Interlude of Praise

· Presence of God. 





· God’s Deliverance. 




· song of Moses in Exod 15.
· 12:2b quotes Exod 15:2a
· 12:5a echoes Exod 15:21



Isaiah 13-27: LORD of the Nations








· Why the long section about God’s judgment over foreign nations? 

1. These nations were either “actual or potential partners with Judah in anti-Assyrian alliances” (Webb, 80). 





2. God’s judgment shows his sovereignty over them. 





3. Hope for Israel.







Satan in 14:12-14? 















24-27 The Final Triumph of God

· Introduction






· Judgment and salvation







· Highlights from Isaiah 24-27

1. Notice. Note the connection between human sin and creation in 24:1-7. 







2. Notice. The banquet with rich foods and aged wine (vv. 6-8).









3. Notice. Hope of resurrection in 26:19










4. Notice. God will punish Leviathan the fleeing serpent in 27:1. 

· cf. Job 3:8; 7:12; 41; Ps 74:14; 104:26; Isa 59:1










Isaiaf 6—27




